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YOUR NEW CAT
    Information and advice from the Oregon Humane Society 
    for a happy life with your new pet.
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INTRODUCTION

Settling-In: Protocol for you and your New Cat, Weeks 1 and 2

$BUT�JO�ZPVS�IPNF �"MM�UIF�UJQT�JO�$IBQUFS���BQQMZ
�CVU�JO�BEEJUJPO�
r� 1VU�UIF�OFX�DBU�JO�B�TFQBSBUF�SPPN�BT�TPPO�BT�ZPV�HFU�IPNF�
r� -FU�UIF�DBUT�TOJĎ�VOEFS�UIF�EPPS�BOE�HFU�VTFE�UP�OFX�TDFOUT�
r� #SJOH�UIF�OFX�DBU�PVU�JO�B�DBU�DBSSJFS�BOE�BMMPX�FYJTUJOH�DBU�UP�TOJĎ�
r� *OUSPEVDF�ZPVS�NPTU�GSJFOEMZ�BOE�TPDJBM�DBU�ėSTU�
r� %P�/05�BMMPX�POF�DBU�UP�BĨBDL�BOPUIFS�
r� &WFO�JG�BMM�TFFNT�XFMM
�TFQBSBUF�XIFO�ZPV�SF�OPU�BU�IPNF�UP�TVQFSWJTF�
r� %P�OPU�GPSDF�B�NFFUJOH
�BOE�OFWFS�SFTUSBJO�ZPVS�DBU�	FTQFDJBMMZ�JO�ZPVS�MBQ�
�
r� ĉF�TMPXFS�ZPV�HP
�UIF�CFĨFS�UIF�PVUDPNF�

%PHT�JO�ZPVS�IPNF �"MM�UIF�UJQT�JO�$IBQUFS���BQQMZ
�CVU�JO�BEEJUJPO�
r� "MMPX�UIF�DBU�UJNF�UP�BEKVTU�JO�B�DBU�TBGF�SPPN�GPS�B�GFX�EBZT�
r� -FU�UIF�EPH�BOE�DBU�TOJĎ�FBDI�PUIFS�VOEFS�UIF�EPPS�
r� ,FFQ�UIF�EPH�MFBTIFE�XIFO�IF�TFFT�UIF�DBU
�BOE�HJWF�UIF�EPH�UBTUZ�GPPE�USFBUT�	PS�IJT�GBWPSJUF�SFXBSE
�GPS� 
� TJĨJOH�MZJOH�DBMNMZ�BOE�TUBZJOH�SFMBYFE�JO�TJHIU�PG�UIF�DBU�
r� %P�OPU�SFTUSBJO�UIF�DBU�JO�ZPVS�MBQ�PS�BSNTãBMMPX�UIF�DBU�GSFFEPN�UP�NPWF�BXBZ�JG�TIF�OFFET�UP�
r� %P�OPU�BMMPX�ZPVS�EPH�UP�CFDPNF�BSPVTFE�PS�FYDJUFE�XJUI�UIF�OFX�DBU�BSPVOE��ĉJT�DBO�MFBE�UP�UIF� 
� DIBTF�QSFZ�ESJWF��%PO�U�QMBZ�SPVHI�
r� 4FQBSBUF�UIF�OFX�DBU�XIFO�MFě�BMPOF��QVU�IFS�JO�IFS�iTBGFu�SPPN�

,JET�JO�UIF�IPNF �"MM�UIF�UJQT�JO�4FDUJPO���BQQMZ
�CVU�JO�BEEJUJPO�
r� 4VQFSWJTF
�TVQFSWJTF
�BOE�TVQFSWJTF�FWFSZ�JOUFSBDUJPO�
r� %P�OPU�BMMPX�ZPVS�LJET�UP�CF�SPVHI�XJUI�UIF�DBUãJOTUFBE
�IBWF�UIFN�TDSBUDI�UIF�DBU�PO�JUT�IFBE�BOE�GBDF�POMZ�
r� %P�OPU�TDSBUDI�B�DBU�PO�JUT�CFMMZ�PS�QVMM�JUT�UBJM�
r� *U�JT�CFTU�JG�LJET�EP�OPU�QJDL�VQ�UIF�DBU�PS�TRVFF[F�UPP�UJHIUMZ�
r� %P�OPU�MFU�LJET�DSPXE�PS�DPSOFS�UIF�DBU�
r� %P�OPU�IBWF�WJTJUJOH�DIJMESFO�VOUJM�UIF�DBU�IBT�TFĨMFE�
r� %P�OPU�MFU�UIF�LJET�USZ�UP�QVMM�B�DBU�PVU�PG�B�IJEJOH�TQPU�
r� /FWFS�MFU�LJET�DIBTF�B�DBU�PS�HSBC�GPS�B�SVOOJOH�DBU�
r� 5FBDI�LJET�UP�DBSFGVMMZ�-&5�(0�JG�UIF�DBU�TUSVHHMFT�JO�UIFJS�BSNT�

CHAPTER 1
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Preparing Your Home
#FGPSF�ZPV�CSJOH�ZPVS�OFX�DBU�PS�LJUUFO�
IPNF
�JU�JT�JNQPSUBOU�UP�iLJUUZ�QSPPGw�	GPS�
IJT�TBGFUZ�BT�XFMM�BT�UIBU�PG�ZPVS�CFMPOHJOHT
�
BOE�UP�QVSDIBTF�B�GFX�CBTJD�TVQQMJFT��)FSF�
JT�B�RVJDL�DIFDL�MJTU�UP�HFU�ZPV�TUBSUFE�

Prepare a safe room, such as a bathroom or small spare 
CFESPPN
�GPS�ZPVS�OFX�DBU�T�ėSTU�GFX�OJHIUT��1MBDF�UIF�
li"er box at one end with the food and water dishes 
BOE�CFE�BU�UIF�PUIFS��"MMPX�ZPVS�DBU�MPUT�PG�UJNF�UP�
BEKVTU
�BOE�JOJUJBMMZ
�XIFO�ZPV�SF�BXBZ�BOE�BU�OJHIU
�
LFFQ�UIF�DBU�JO�UIJT�TBGF�QMBDF��	*G�JU�JT�ZPVS�CBUISPPN
�
SFNFNCFS�UP�DMPTF�UIF�UPJMFU�MJE�


Many plants are poisonous to animals, so do a 
thorough check of your home before bringing home 
ZPVS�OFX�DBU��)FSF�JT�B�MJTU�PG�TPNF�PG�UIF�NPTU�DPNNPO�
IPVTFIPME�QMBOUT�UIBU�BSF�UPYJD��"NBSZMMJT
�"[BMFB
�
#BCZ�T�#SFBUI
�#JSE�PG�1BSBEJTF
�$BMMB�-JMMZ
�$ZDMBNFO
�
%BĎPEJM
�%JFĎFOCBDIJB
�&BTUFS�-JMZ
�&VDBMZQUVT
�
.JTUMFUPF
�/BSDJTTVT
�0MFBOEFS
�1FBDF�-JMZ
�1SJNSPTF
�
1IJMPEFOESPO
�5JHFS�-JMZ
�BOE�5PNBUP�QMBOU�

Help reduce potential human allergies by ge"ing a good 
)&1"�BJS�DMFBOFS�BOE�WBDVVNJOH�GSFRVFOUMZ�
Remember, cats are naturally curious, like to explore 
BOE�DBO�HFU�PO�UPQ�PG�NPTU�BOZUIJOH��*U�JT�B�HPPE�JEFB�
UP�QVU�BXBZ�CSFBLBCMFT�UIBU�NBZ�CF�LOPDLFE�PĎ�B� 
TIFMG�CZ�BO�FYQMPSJOH�LJĨZ��*U�T�BT�FBTZ�BT�DMPTJOH�B� 
EPPS�UP�B�SPPN��

)BWF�UIF�GPMMPXJOH�TVQQMJFT�PO�IBOE��:PV�DBO�ėOE�
NPTU�PG�UIFTF�BU�UIF�0SFHPO�)VNBOF�4PDJFUZ�T�#FTU�
'SJFOE�T�$PSOFS�QFU�TVQQMZ�TUPSF��

-JUUFS�CPY�BOE�-JUUFS
:PV�XJMM�XBOU�UP�FYQFSJNFOU�UP�ėOE�UIF�MJĨFS�ZPVS�
DBU�QSFGFST��ĉFSF�BSF�NBOZ�EJĎFSFOU�LJOET�PG�MJĨFS�
to choose from, but in studies most cats prefer non-
TDFOUFE�ėOF�DMVNQJOH�MJĨFS�

'PPE�
8F�GFFE�	BOE�SFDPNNFOE
�UIF�IJHI�RVBMJUZ�ESZ�GPPE�
TPME�JO�PVS�TUPSF��

'PPE�BOE�8BUFS�%JTIFT
"WPJE�QMBTUJD�EJTIFT��UIFZ�IBSCPS�CBDUFSJB��.BLF�TVSF�
GPPE�BOE�XBUFS�EJTIFT�BSFO�U�QMBDFE�OFBS�UIF�MJĨFS�CPY� 

4BGFUZ�$PMMBS�BOE�*%�5BH
&WFO�JOEPPS�POMZ�LJĨJFT�OFFE�UP�XFBS�B�DPMMBS�BOE�*%�UBH� 

/BJM�$MJQQFST�BOE�0UIFS�(SPPNJOH�4VQQMJFT� 
A #ea comb and a brush are needed to keep your ki"y 
CFBVUJGVM��)BJSCBMM�NFEJDBUJPO�TIPVME�CF�JO�ZPVS�
TVQQMZ�ESBXFS�JG�ZPVS�DBU�IBT�NFEJVN�UP�MPOH�IBJS�

4BGF�5PZT
$BUT�MPWF�UP�DIBTF�BOE�IVOU�EPXO�UPZT��"WPJE�UIPTF�
XJUI�TNBMM�QBSUT�UIBU�DBO�CSFBL�PĎ�BOE�CF�JOHFTUFE��"MTP�
avoid yarn, string, and curling ribbon as these will cause 
QSPCMFNT�JOTJEF�ZPVS�DBU�T�EJHFTUJWF�USBDU�JG�TXBMMPXFE�

4DSBUDIJOH�1PTU
!is will give your cat an appropriate place to do what 
DPNFT�OBUVSBMMZ��4DSBUDIJOH�OPU�POMZ�IFMQT�LJĨZ�TIFE�UIF�
TIFBUI�PG�IJT�DMBXT
�CVU�BMTP�NBSLT�UFSSJUPSZ��5SZ�B�QPTU�
UIBU�XJMM�BMMPX�ZPVS�DBU�UP�HFU�B�GVMM�TUSFUDI��1PTU�NBUFSJBMT�
WBSZãSPQF
�DBSQFU
�XPPEãTP�ėOE�POF�ZPVS�DBU�MJLFT�
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The Ride Home
.BOZ�DBUT�EP�OPU�MJLF�USBWFMJOH��)FSF�BSF�
TPNF�UJQT�UIBU�XJMM�IFMQ�ZPVS�DBU�IBWF�B�TBGF�
BOE�DBMN�UJNF�EVSJOH�UIF�SJEF�IPNF�

,FFQ�ZPVS�OFX�DBU�JO�IJT�DBSSJFS�OP�NBĨFS�IPX�NVDI�
IF�JT�DSZJOHãJU�JT�UIF�0/-:�TBGF�XBZ�UP�USBOTQPSU�
ZPVS�QFU��)BWF�BO�BEVMU�DBSSZ�UIF�DBU�JO�JUT�DBSSJFS�UP�
ZPVS�WFIJDMF�UP�FMJNJOBUF�iTXJOHJOHu�PG�UIF�DBSSJFS��6TF�
a seat belt or tether to secure the carrier  
JO�ZPVS�DBS�

%P�OPU�BMMPX�DIJMESFO�UP�UFBTF�PS�FYDJUF�UIF�DBU��)BWF�
UIFN�LFFQ�UIFJS�IBOET�BOE�ėOHFST�UP�UIFNTFMWFT��
/FWFS�BMMPX�UIFN�UP�PQFO�UIF�DBSSJFS�UP�QFU�UIF�DBU�

Do not leave the cat in the car una"ended, even for a 
TIPSU�TUPQ�UP�TIPQ��$BUT�DBO�PWFS�IFBU�WFSZ�RVJDLMZ��
Buy your supplies at our retail stores and then you can 
UBLF�LJĨZ�TUSBJHIU�IPNF�

,FFQ�UIF�DBU�JO�UIF�DBSSJFS�VOUJM�ZPV�BSF�TBGFMZ�JOTJEF�
ZPVS�IPNF�	PS�UIF�DBU�T�TBGF�SPPN�JG�UIFSF�BSF�PUIFS�QFUT�
JO�UIF�IPNF
�XJUI�UIF�EPPST�TIVU��0ODF�IPNF
�UIF�DBU�
XJMM�OFFE�UJNF�BOE�B�RVJFU�QMBDF�UP�TFĨMF�

The First Few Days
:PVS�OFX�DBU�JT�FNCBSLJOH�PO�B�KPVSOFZ�UP�
B�GVO�BOE�XPOEFSGVM�MJGF��:PV�BSF�BXBSF�PG�
BMM�UIF�KPZT�UIBU�MJF�BIFBE
�CVU�ZPVS�DBU�EPFT�
OPU�LOPX�XIBU�JT�IBQQFOJOH��5IF�mSTU�GFX�
EBZT�DBO�CF�WFSZ�VODFSUBJO�GPS�ZPVS�DBU�� 
#F�QBUJFOU�BOE�UBLF�UIJOHT�TMPXMZ�

Please review the information provided to you by the 
Oregon Humane Society, paying particular a"ention 
to any information given by the previous owner 
PG�ZPVS�OFX�DBU��4DIFEVMF�UIF�DPNQMJNFOUBSZ�ėSTU�
veterinary examination within 10 days of adoption and 
CFHJO�JOUFHSBUJOH�ZPVS�OFX�LJĨZ�JOUP�ZPVS�IPVTFIPME�

"�GSJHIUFOFE�PS�VOTVSF�DBU�T�UFOEFODZ�JT�UP�IJEF��-FU�

her do that and know that she will eventually become 
DPNGPSUBCMF�BOE�DPNF�PVU��6OEFS�OP�DJSDVNTUBODFT�
should you force a cat from her hiding place by pulling 
IFS�MFHT�PS�PUIFS�CPEZ�QBSU��$PBY�IFS�PVU�HFOUMZ�XJUI�
GPPE�PS�B�UPZ
�PS�MFBWF�IFS�BMPOF�GPS�OPX�

What To Expect While  
Settling In
%P�OPU�CF�BMBSNFE�JG�ZPVS�OFX�DBU�FYIJCJUT�
BOZ�PG�UIF�GPMMPXJOH�CFIBWJPST�JO�UIF�mSTU�
GFX�EBZT�

r�/PU�FBUJOH
r�4OJđOH�FWFSZUIJOH
r�6QTFU�UVNNZ
�WPNJUJOH
�MPPTF�TUPPMT
r�)JEJOH�	TPNFUJNFT�GPS�EBZT

r�/PU�VTJOH�UIF�MJĨFS�CPY�	4FF�MJĨFS�USBJOJOH
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Things You Can Do To Help
#F�DBMN
�CF�QBUJFOU�

"U�ėSTU
�LFFQ�ZPVS�DBU�JO�B�TNBMM�SPPN
�TVDI�BT�UIF�
CBUISPPN�	NBLF�TVSF�UIF�UPJMFU�MJE�JT�EPXO�

�XJUI�UIF�
li"er box at one end of the room and food and water 
BOE�B�CFE�BU�UIF�PUIFS
�UP�HJWF�IJN�UJNF�UP�BEKVTU�
Gradually give your pet more freedom as he 
TVDDFTTGVMMZ�HPFT�CBDL�UP�BOE�VTFT�IJT�MJĨFS�CPY�� 
"MMPX�TFWFSBM�XFFLT�GPS�ZPVS�OFX�QFU�UP�BEKVTU�

,FFQ�ZPVS�DBU�JOEPPST��$IFDL�GPS�PQFO�XJOEPXT�BOE�
loose screens, as a frightened cat could easily break 
PVU��*U�DBO�UBLF�XFFLT�PS�FWFO�NPOUIT�GPS�ZPVS�OFX� 
DBU�UP�GFFM�BU�IPNF�

/FWFS�ESBH�ZPVS�OFX�DBU�PVU�PG�IJEJOH��6TF�B�MVSF�TVDI�
BT�GPPE�PS�B�UPZ�UP�FODPVSBHF�ZPVS�DBU�UP�DPNF�PVU�

1SPWJEF�QMFOUZ�PG�GSFTI�XBUFS�BOE�IJHI�RVBMJUZ�GPPE�

Initially, keep your new cat separated from other 
QFUT��	4FF�JOUSPEVDJOH�ZPVS�OFX�DBU�
�*U�JT�CFTU�OPU�UP�
introduce your ki"en/cat to your home during very 
CVTZ�UJNFT�TVDI�BT�CJSUIEBZT�BOE�IPMJEBZT��*G�ZPV�EP
�
QSPWJEF�UIFN�XJUI�B�RVJFU�BSFB�BXBZ�GSPN�UIF�BDUJPO�BOE�
MJNJU�PWFS�IBOEMJOH�PG�UIF�OFX�DBU��$BUT�HFU�CPSFE
�TP�
provide lots of fun toys, perches and social interactions 
XJUI�ZPV�UP�IFMQ�ZPVS�DBU�BEKVTU��*G�ZPV�IBWF�B�XJOEPXTJMM�
with a view of the yard, open the curtain or blinds so 
ZPVS�DBU�DBO�HFU�B�WJFX�PG�UIF�XPSME�PVUTJEF�

Feeding Time
!e Oregon Humane Society encourages feeding 
B�IJHI�RVBMJUZ�ESZ�GPPEãVTF�XFU�GPPE�GPS�USFBUT�
PS�JG�UIFSF�JT�BO�JMMOFTT�PS�PCFTJUZ��5BML�XJUI�ZPVS�
WFUFSJOBSJBO�BCPVU�EJFUBSZ�SFRVJSFNFOUT�

What To Eat?
,JUUFOT�	VOEFS���ZFBS


'FFE�IJHI�RVBMJUZ
�ESZ�LJĨFO�GPPE�UIBU�JT�IJHI�JO�
OVUSJFOUT�BOE�MPX�JO�NBHOFTJVN�BTI�	XIJDI�NBZ�
DPOUSJCVUF�UP�VSJOBSZ�EJTPSEFST
��/05&��WFSZ�ZPVOH� 

ki"ens may tire of eating dry food so you may want to 
TVQQMFNFOU�XJUI�B�RVBMJUZ�DBOOFE�GPPE�JG�ZPVS�LJĨFO�JT�
VOEFS�UXP�QPVOET�

Dry food helps to clean teeth and, if nutritionally 
DPNQMFUF
�DBO�CF�UIF�CVML�PG�UIF�LJĨFO�T�EJFU�

%SZ�GPPE�DBO�CF�MFě�PVU�GPS�UIF�EBZ�TP�UIF�LJĨFO�DBO�
FBU�XIFO�IVOHSZ�

Supplement with canned food if the cat needs more 
QSPUFJO�GPS�HSPXUI�

Fresh water should be available at all times in a spill 
QSPPG
�DMFBO�CPXM�

-JNJU�iNPJTU�NFBMu�PS�ėTI�

%P�OPU�HJWF�DPX�T�NJML�BT�JU�DBO�DBVTF�EJBSSIFB�

$MFBO�GPPE�BOE�XBUFS�EJTIFT�UIPSPVHIMZ�FWFSZ�EBZ�

"EVMU�DBUT�	PWFS���ZFBS

'FFE�IJHI�RVBMJUZ�BEVMU�NBJOUFOBODF�ESZ�GPPE�

'FFE�UXP�TDIFEVMFE�NFBMT�QFS�EBZ��'SFF�GFFEJOH�PG�
IJHI�RVBMJUZ�ESZ�GPPE�NBZ�XPSL�CVU�DBO�MFBE�UP�PCFTJUZ�
JO�TPNF�DBUT�

%JTDBSE�BOZ�GPPE�MFě�BěFS����IPVST�CFGPSF�DMFBOJOH�
BOE�SFėMMJOH�UIF�EJTI��'PMMPX�BNPVOU�HVJEFMJOFT�PO�
UIF�QFU�GPPE�CBH��.POJUPS�ZPVS�DBU�T�XFJHIU�BOE�BEKVTU�
GPPE�QPSUJPOT�BDDPSEJOHMZ��*G�ZPV�DBOOPU�GFFM�IJT�SJCT
�IF�
may be overweight, a condition that can lead to serious 
IFBMUI�QSPCMFNT��$IFDL�JOUP�QFU�GPPE�CSBOET�UIBU�IBWF�B�
MPX�DBM�PQUJPO�

'SFTI�XBUFS�TIPVME�CF�BWBJMBCMF�BU�BMM�UJNFT�

Where To Feed
1MBDF�UIF�DBU�T�GPPE�BOE�XBUFS�EJTIFT�JO�B�TBGF
�RVJFU�
place, where she can eat without being disturbed by 
PUIFS�QFUT
�DIJMESFO�PS�MPVE�OPJTFT�TVDI�BT�UIF�MBVOESZ��
!e feeding place should be far from the li"er box 
	XIJDI�TIPVME�IBWF�JUT�PXO�DBMN�BOE�RVJFU�MPDBUJPO
�
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INTRODUCING YOUR NEW 
CAT TO OTHER PETS

#FGPSF�JOUSPEVDJOH�ZPVS�OFX�DBU�UP�ZPVS�
PUIFS�QFUT
�NBLF�TVSF�ZPVS�FYJTUJOH�
QFUT�BSF�IFBMUIZ�BOE�DVSSFOU�XJUI�UIFJS�
WBDDJOBUJPOT��*OUSPEVDJOH�ZPVS�DBU�UP�
PUIFS�QFUT�TIPVME�CF�EPOF�TMPXMZ�PWFS�B�
QFSJPE�PG�XFFLT��1SFQBSF�B�TQBSF�SPPN�
	MJLF�B�CBUISPPN�PS�TNBMM�TQBSF�CFESPPN
�
XIFSF�ZPVS�OFX�DBU�DBO�SFTJEF�GPS�B�XIJMF�
CFGPSF�CFJOH�JOUSPEVDFE�UP�UIF�PUIFS�QFUT��
3&.&.#&3�JU�NBZ�UBLF�B�NPOUI�PS�NPSF�
GPS�UIF�OFX�DBU�UP�CF�BDDFQUFE�

"�QSPQFS�JOUSPEVDUJPO�JT�WFSZ�JNQPSUBOU�BOE�
DBO�FMJNJOBUF�NBOZ�QSPCMFNT�GSPN�UIF�TUBSU��

Cat To Cat
If your new cat is showing signs of illness, please do 
not introduce it to your existing cat until you consult 
XJUI�ZPVS�WFUFSJOBSJBO�

Make sure the new cat has a place to himself for a few 
EBZT
�BMMPXJOH�IJN�UJNF�UP�BEKVTU�

Spend time with your new cat out of sight of your 
FYJTUJOH�DBU��#F�TVSF�UP�MBWJTI�BĨFOUJPO�PO�ZPVS�
FYJTUJOH�DBU�BT�XFMM�

"MMPX�ZPVS�PSJHJOBM�DBU�UP�GPMMPX�IJT�VTVBM�SPVUJOF��)F�
XJMM�CF�BXBSF�UIBU�TPNFUIJOH�JT�EJĎFSFOU�BOE�XJMM�TFFL�
PVU�UIF�MPDBUJPO�PG�UIF�OFX�DBU��"MMPX�UIFN�UP�TOJĎ�
VOEFS�UIF�EPPS�

"ěFS�B�EBZ�PS�TP
�TXBQ�UIF�DBUT�TP�UIFZ�DBO�JOWFTUJHBUF�
FBDI�PUIFS�T�BSFBT��(FĨJOH�VTFE�UP�FBDI�PUIFS�T�TDFOUT�
JT�BO�JOUFHSBM�QBSU�PG�BEKVTUNFOU��*G�BMM�TFFNT�UP�CF�
going well, allow the cats to meet one another through 
B�TDSFFO�CBCZ�HBUF�PS�DSBUF
�FUD��*U�JT�normal for cats 

to hiss and growl at each other, but an all-out physical 
BĨBDL�JT�WFSZ�JOBQQSPQSJBUF�BOE�SBSF��)PXFWFS
�CF�
prepared with a water spray and a towel or blanket 
UP�TFQBSBUF�UIF�DBUT
�BT�BMMPXJOH�UIFN�UP�ėHIU�XJMM�
elongate the introduction period or may even damage 
UIF�QSPDFTT�BMUPHFUIFS��

"ěFS�B�DPNGPSUBCMF�QFSJPE�PG�JOUSPEVDUJPOT�UISPVHI�
a baby gate, carrier, or monitored encounter, increase 
the area and time the new ki"y can explore outside 
IJT�TBGF�SPPN��"MMPX�POMZ�TIPSU�QFSJPET�PG�DPOUBDU
�
JODSFBTJOH�BT�UJNF�HPFT�PO�

Once the new cat has been allowed access to the rest 
of the house, leave his safe room intact so he may 
UBLF�SFGVHF�UIFSF��*NQSPWFNFOU�JO�BĨJUVEFT�UPXBSE�
FBDI�PUIFS�TIPVME�CFHJO�JO�B�XFFL�PS�TP��%P�OPU�CF�
EJTDPVSBHFE�JG�JU�UBLFT�MPOHFS��ĉF�MFOHUI�PG�BEKVTUNFOU�
will depend on the personalities of the cats and the 
MFOHUI�PG�UJNF�ZPVS�FYJTUJOH�DBU�XBT�B�TPMJUBSZ�QFU��
Be sure to lavish a"ention on all your cats to make 
FWFSZPOF�GFFM�QBSU�PG�UIF�GBNJMZ��ĉF�TPDJBM�JOUFSBDUJPO�
MFWFM�NBZ�WBSZ��ZPV�NBZ�IBWF�DBUT�UIBU�HSPPN
�QMBZ�BOE�
TMFFQ�XJUI�FBDI�PUIFS
�PS�KVTU�UPMFSBUF�UIF�FYJTUFODF�PG�
UIF�PUIFSãBOE�UIBU�JT�PLBZ
�UPP�

CHAPTER 2
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Cat To Dog
First, prepare a safe room and have a clear escape route 
TFU�GPS�ZPVS�OFX�DBU
�BT�B�QSFDBVUJPO�UP�UIF�FODPVOUFS��
.BLF�TVSF�UIF�EPH�EPFT�OPU�IBWF�BDDFTT�UP�UIF�DBU�T�
GPPE�BOE�XBUFS�BOE�FTQFDJBMMZ�UIF�MJĨFS�CPY��6TF�B�CBCZ�
HBUF�PS�DBU�EPPS�UP�CMPDL�UIF�EPH�T�BDDFTT��

When introducing your new cat to a dog, put the cat 
PO�B�SBJTFE�TVSGBDF�MJLF�B�UBCMF�PS�ESFTTFS��ĉJT�XJMM�IFMQ�
UIF�DBU�GFFM�MFTT�UISFBUFOFE��1VU�ZPVS�EPH�PO�B�MFBTI��
"MMPX�UIFN�UP�TFF�FBDI�PUIFS�	USZ�UP�LFFQ�UIF�MFBTI�
MPPTF
�BOE�UIFO�EJTUSBDU�UIF�EPH�XJUI�B�USFBU�PS�QSBJTF��
With a #at collar on the dog, you can let him drag the 
MFBTI�BSPVOE�UIF�IPVTF�TP�ZPV�DBO�HSBC�JU�JG�OFDFTTBSZ��
*U�JT�OPSNBM�GPS�UIF�DBU�UP�IJTT�BOE�HSPXM�BU�ėSTU
�
FTQFDJBMMZ�JG�TIF�IBT�OPU�MJWFE�XJUI�B�EPH�CFGPSF�
$BUT�UBLF�UJNF�UP�BEKVTU�UP�DIBOHFT��UIF�NPSF�UIF�
animals are together in the same room, with you to 
TVQFSWJTF
�UIF�RVJDLFS�UIFZ�XJMM�BEKVTU�
"SN�ZPVSTFMG�XJUI�B�TRVJSU�CPĨMF�BOE�TQSBZ�UIFN�XJUI�
XBUFS�JG�UIFZ�TUBSU�UP�ėHIU��:PV�DBO�BMTP�UISPX�B�UPXFM�
PWFS�UIF�DBU�JG�TIF�BĨBDLT�UIF�EPH��.BLF�TVSF�UIF�DBU�
IBT�BO�FTDBQF�SPVUF�PS�DBO�MFBQ�UP�B�IJHI�QMBDF��%P�OPU�
MFU�UIF�EPH�DIBTF�BOE�PS�DPSOFS�UIF�DBU�PS�WJDF�WFSTB�

Separate them when you are not there to supervise 
VOUJM�ZPV�BSF�DPNGPSUBCMF�XJUI�UIF�TJUVBUJPO��4PNF�
EPHT�BSF�UPP�QSFEBUPSZ�UP�BEKVTU�TBGFMZ�UP�B�DBU��1SPDFFE�
XJUI�DBVUJPO�BOE
�JG�ZPV�ėOE�UIJT�JT�UIF�DBTF
�OFWFS�
MFBWF�UIFN�UPHFUIFS�VOTVQFSWJTFE�

*G�ZPVS�DBU�IJEFT
�EPO�U�XPSSZ��,FFQ�UIF�XFMM�CFIBWFE�
dog around as much as possible so the cat can get 
DPNGPSUBCMF�XJUI�IJT�QSFTFODF��.BLF�TVSF�UIF�DBU�IBT�
a private place not accessible to the dog where she can 
FBU�BOE�ESJOL�JO�QFBDF�BOE�GFFM�TBGF��&OTVSF�UIBU�UIF�DBU�
IBT�VOUISFBUFOFE�BDDFTT�UP�IFS�MJĨFS�CPY�

"MMPX�UIF�QFUT�UP�BEKVTU�JO�UIFJS�PXO�UJNFãCF�QBUJFOU�
BOE�BDU�DBMN�BOE�SFMBYFE��0ěFO�UIFZ�CFDPNF�GSJFOET��
TPNFUJNFT�UIFZ�KVTU�UPMFSBUF�FBDI�PUIFS��&JUIFS�XBZ�ZPV�
TIPVME�SFTQFDU�UIF�BSSBOHFNFOU�

Cat To Other Pets
3FNFNCFS
�DBUT�BSF�DVSJPVT��'JTI
�SBCCJUT
�SPEFOUT
�
CJSET
�FUD�
�TIPVME�CF�QSPUFDUFE�GSPN�UIF�JORVJTJUJWF�
DBU��ĉFTF�BOJNBMT�BSF�UIF�OBUVSBM�QSFZ�PG�DBUT�BOE�NBZ�
become very stressed around your new pet, especially 
JG�TIF�JT�TJĨJOH�PO�UPQ�PG�UIFJS�IPVTF��.BLF�TVSF�DBHFT�
BSF�TFDVSF�BOE�XFMM�NBJOUBJOFE��UIFZ�NBZ�IBWF�UP�CF�JO�
BOPUIFS�SPPN�BMUPHFUIFS�
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CHILDREN AND CATS

*G�UIFSF�BSF�DIJMESFO�JO�ZPVS�IPVTFIPME
�
JU�JT�JNQPSUBOU�UP�UFBDI�UIFN�IPX�UP�
IBOEMF�BOE�BDU�XJUI�ZPVS�OFX�DBU�UP�BWPJE�
TUSFTTJOH�UIF�DBU�BOE�DBVTJOH�QPUFOUJBM�
JOKVSZ�UP�CPUI��$IJMESFO�MFBSO�SFTQPOTJCJMJUZ�
CZ�HPPE�FYBNQMFT
�TP�QMFBTF�HVJEF�ZPVS�
DIJMESFO�BOE�SFHVMBSMZ�NPOJUPS�UIF�DBSF�
CFJOH�QSPWJEFE�GPS�ZPVS�QFUT�

Here are some guidelines to help your children and 
your new cat live happily together:

*OTUSVDU�DIJMESFO�UP�CF�DBMN
�RVJFU
�BOE�TMPX�NPWJOH�
XIFO�CFJOH�JOUSPEVDFE�UP�UIF�DBU�

A ki"en or cat should be picked up and held with one 
hand under its chest and the other hand supporting  
JUT�IJOERVBSUFST�

)BOEMF�UIF�DBU�HFOUMZ�BOE�UFMM�DIJMESFO�OPU�UP�TRVFF[F�
PS�IPME�UPP�UJHIUMZ��.PTU�DIJMESFO�VOEFS�UIF�BHF�PG���
DBOOPU�IPME�B�DBU�QSPQFSMZ�XJUIPVU�TRVFF[JOH�UPP�UJHIU��
Young children should be taught to sit calmly while 
ZPV�QMBDF�UIF�DBU�JO�UIFJS�MBQT��ĉJT�XBZ�FWFSZPOF�JT� 
TBGF�BOE�IBQQZ�

Children should leave the cat alone when he is 
TMFFQJOH
�FBUJOH�BOE�VTJOH�UIF�MJĨFS�CPY��"MTP
�JOTUSVDU�

youngsters not to put the cat in inappropriate places 
MJLF�UIF�ESZFS
�PO�UIF�UPQ�CVOL
�JO�B�DMPTFE�CPY
�FUD�

Cats should not be dragged out of hiding against  
UIFJS�XJMM�

$IJMESFO�TIPVME�OPU�DIBTF�UIF�DBU�BSPVOE�UIF�IPVTF�� 
If cornered and frightened, the cat may scratch and 
CJUF�PS�NBZ�CFDPNF�UJNJE�

/FWFS�MFBWF�ZPVOH�DIJMESFO�BMPOF�XJUI�B�OFX�QFU�

5FBDI�DIJMESFO�BQQSPQSJBUF�QMBZ�BOE�QFĨJOH��%P�
not allow them to encourage the cat to bite them or 
SVO�BěFS�UIFN��ĉF�DIJMESFO�TIPVME�OPU�#&�UIF�UPZT��
1SPWJEF�TBGF�UPZT�GPS�CPUI�UIF�DBU�BOE�UIF�LJET�

Teach children to look for signals that show their pet is 
HFĨJOH�JSSJUBUFE�PS�PWFS�TUJNVMBUFE��"�TXJTIJOH�UBJM
�FBST�
CBDL�PS�HFOUMF�OJQT�DBO�MFBE�UP�CFJOH�TDSBUDIFE�PS�CJĨFO�

"MXBZT�BMMPX�UIF�DBU�UP�FTDBQF�JG�IF�USJFT�UP�SVO��*G�UIF�
DBU�TUSVHHMFT�UP�HFU�BXBZ
�MFU�IJN�HP�

/FWFS�BMMPX�SPVHI�IBOEMJOH
�BT�UIJT�UFBDIFT�UIF�DBU�
UIBU�JU�JT�0,�UP�CF�SPVHI�JO�SFUVSO�

CHAPTER 3
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KEEPING YOUR CAT 
INDOORS

*OEPPS�DBUT�MFBE�IFBMUIJFS
�MPOHFS�MJWFT��
,FFQJOH�B�DBU�JOEPPST�JT�OPU�DSVFM��:PV�
DBO�LFFQ�ZPVS�DBU�IBQQZ�CZ�TDIFEVMJOH�
SFHVMBS�QMBZUJNF
�HJWJOH�IFS�UPZT�UP�DIBTF�
BOE�DBUDI�BOE�QSPWJEJOH�UIJOHT�GPS�UIF�
DBU�UP�DMJNC�PO�	MJLF�B�LJUUZ�DPOEP
��*G�
ZPV�NVTU�MFU�ZPVS�DBU�PVUTJEF
�DPOTJEFS�
IBSOFTT�USBJOJOH�ZPVS�DBU�BOE�UBLJOH�IFS�
JOUP�ZPVS�ZBSE��8IJMF�UIJT�DBO�CF�EPOF�
XJUI�QBUJFODF
�JU�JT�CFTU�UP�TUBSU�IBSOFTT�
USBJOJOH�FBSMZ
�LOPXJOH�UIBU�ZPVS�DBU�NBZ�
PS�NBZ�OPU�BDDFQU�UIF�IBSOFTT�

)FSF�BSF�TPNF�PG�UIF�IB[BSET�UIBU�BXBJU�B�DBU�UIBU�
roams freely outdoors:

r�#FDPNJOH�MPTU
r�#FJOH�TUPMFO
r�#FJOH�LJMMFE�CZ�XJMEMJGF�	FWFO�JO�UIF�DJUZ�

r�)BWJOH�ėHIUT�XJUI�PUIFS�DBUT
�EPHT
�SBDDPPOT
�FUD�
r�#FJOH�IJU�CZ�B�DBS
r�(FĨJOH�JOGFDUJPVT�EJTFBTFT
�GFMJOF�MFVLFNJB
�GFMJOF� 
   intestinal peritonitis, feline aids
r�(FĨJOH�ĚFBT
�UJDLT�BOE�XPSNT
r�#FJOH�FYQPTFE�UP�UIF�FMFNFOUT
r�/FJHICPS�DPNQMBJOUT�
r�*OHFTUJOH�BOUJGSFF[F�PS�QPJTPOT�
r�%FDJEJOH�UP�UBLF�UIF�PĎFS�PG�MJWJOH�*/4*%&�TPNFPOF� 
���FMTF�T�IPNF

CHAPTER 4



130SFHPO�)VNBOF�4PDJFUZ�t�$BU�"EPQUJPO�#PPLMFU

CAT BEHAVIOR

$BUT�OFFE�UP�TDSBUDI
�QMBZ
�IVOU
�IJEF
�TMFFQ�
BOE�IBWF�TPDJBM�JOUFSBDUJPO��$BUT�BSF�CZ�
OBUVSF�DVSJPVT�BOE�BEWFOUVSFTPNF��5IFZ�
DBO�HFU�JOUP�QMBDFT�ZPV�XPVME�OPU�JNBHJOF�
BOE�NBLF�UPZT�PVU�PG�UIF�MFBTU�MJLFMZ�JUFNT��
.BOZ�DBU�CFIBWJPST�BSF�TJNJMBS�UP�UIPTF�ZPV�
XPVME�PCTFSWF�JO�XJME�GFMJOFT�	MJPOT
�UJHFST
�
DPVHBST
��5IFZ�TMFFQ
�IVOU
�TUBML
�DIBTF
�
TDSBUDI
�CJUF�BOE�XBUDI�

Scratching
Scratching is a normal behavior and can be directed to 
BQQSPQSJBUF�QMBDFT��:PVS�DBU�TDSBUDIFT�OPU�POMZ�UP�DMFBO�
BXBZ�TDBMFT�GSPN�JUT�OBJMT�CVU�BMTP�UP�NBSL�UFSSJUPSZ��
Try providing your cat with a variety of scratching 
options such as a rope scratching post, a log with the 
CBSL�JOUBDU
�B�DBSECPBSE�CPY
�FUD�

Put the scratching post near a favorite sleeping place as 
DBUT�MPWF�UP�TUSFUDI�BOE�TDSBUDI�BěFS�B�OBQ��3FJOGPSDF�
his good behavior by praising him whenever he uses 
BQQSPQSJBUF�QMBDFT��1VU�DBUOJQ�PO�UIF�iSJHIUu�TDSBUDIJOH�
JUFN��*G�ZPV�DBUDI�IJN�TDSBUDIJOH�UIF�GVSOJUVSF
�USZ�
B�XBUFS�TQSBZ�CPĨMF
�TFU�PO�TUSFBN��0OMZ�QVOJTI�UIF�
CFIBWJPS
�OPU�UIF�DBU�	UIBU�JT
�DBUDI�IJN�JO�UIF�BDU
�
*G�UIF�DBU�KVTU�MPWFT�TDSBUDIJOH�POF�DPSOFS�PG�ZPVS�
couch, for example, place something there to block 
access like plastic carpet protectors turned upside 
down with the li"le spikes facing outward to 
EJTDPVSBHF�DBUT�GSPN�XBMLJOH�PWFS�UIFN��:PV�DBO� 
BMTP�VTF�GPJM�PS�EPVCMF�TJEFE�TUJDLZ�UBQF�

Declawing
Once people learn more about declawing, they are 
usually discouraged from having the surgery and  
BSF�IBQQZ�UP�TFFL�PVU�BMUFSOBUJWF�TPMVUJPOT�� 
Consider the following:

Declawing is the amputation of the entire last digit 

PG�UIF�DBU�T�UPFT��%FDMBXJOH�JODMVEFT�TFWFSJOH�PG�
MJHBNFOUT�BOE�UFOEPOT
�XIJDI�JT�QBJOGVM�

Cat owners have reported having to change cat li"er 
BT�TPNF�EFDMBXFE�DBUT�ėOE�DMBZ�MJĨFS�QBJOGVM�BOE�NBZ�
TUPQ�DPWFSJOH�UIFJS�MJĨFS��%FDMBXJOH�BMTP�DBO�DBVTF�
impaired balance, increased stress because they cannot 
EFGFOE�UIFNTFMWFT�PS�JOKVSZ�EVSJOH�B�GBMM�CFDBVTF�UIFZ�
DBOOPU�HSJQ�BOZUIJOH�

*U�T�IBSEMZ�TVSQSJTJOH�UIBU
�EFQSJWFE�PG�JUT�DMBXT
�B�DBU�
NBZ�UVSO�UP�JUT�POMZ�PUIFS�EFGFOTF�ãJUT�UFFUI��:PV�NBZ�
have a cat that does not damage your furniture but is 
OPX�RVJDL�UP�CJUF�

Leave your cat with its claws and use the simple 
BMUFSOBUJWFT�

,FFQ�DMBXT�USJNNFEãDBSFGVMMZ�USJN�UIF�UJQT�PĎ�UIF�
OBJMT�CFJOH�DBSFGVM�OPU�UP�DVU�UIF�RVJDL�	UIF�WFJO�UIBU�
SVOT�EPXO�UIF�OBJMT
��"TL�ZPVS�WFUFSJOBSJBO�UP� 
instruct you so you can do this at home or take  
ZPVS�QFU�UP�B�HSPPNFS�

:PV�DBO�CVZ�OBJM�TIFBUIT
�MJĨMF�QMBTUJD�DBQT�UIBU�ėU�PWFS�
UIF�OBJMT�UP�QSFWFOU�TDSBUDIJOH��ĉFTF�IBWF�CFFO�VTFE�
TVDDFTTGVMMZ�CZ�NBOZ�QFPQMF��

Train your cat to use the alternative scratching posts 
UIBU�ZPV�QSPWJEFE�

CHAPTER 5
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Biting
Some cats are gentle while others are rowdy with 
OJQQJOH�CJUJOH��$IPPTF�B�DBU�UIBU�XJMM�XPSL�XFMM�JO�
ZPVS�IPVTFIPME��#JUJOH
�FWFO�XIJMF�QMBZJOH
�JT�OBUVSBM��
You can avoid ge"ing your hand bi"en by not using 
ZPVS�IBOE�BT�B�UPZ�GPS�ZPVS�DBU��

Biting may also be saying that your cat has had enough 
QFĨJOH�PS�QMBZJOH��4P�TUPQ�XIBU�ZPV�BSF�EPJOH�BOE�
MFBWF�LJĨZ�BMPOF��

Stroking your cat near its tail and on the belly may 
BMTP�FMJDJU�CJUJOH�CFIBWJPS��"WPJE�QFĨJOH�JO�UIBU�BSFB�BT�
CJUJOH�JT�B�OBUVSBM�SFBDUJPO�UP�UIBU�TUJNVMBUJPO��

:PV�DBO�SFUSBJO�LJĨZ�CZ�QMBZJOH�HFOUMZ�BOE�VTJOH�UPZT�

Playing
#VZ
�PS�NBLF
�B�GFX�DBU�UPZT��1MBZJOH�BOE�IVOUJOH�
EFTJSFT�DBO�CF�DMPTFMZ�SFMBUFE��"�OJDF�NPVTF�UPZ�DBO�
be used for a fun chase game, and allowing the cat to 
DBUDI�UIF�UPZ�NPVTF�XJMM�IFMQ�TBUJTGZ�IVOUJOH�EFTJSFT��
.PTU�DBUT�XJMM�QMBZ�XJUI�BOZUIJOH�UIBU�NPWFT�

When you play, be sure to avoid wrestling or rough-
IPVTJOH�XJUI�ZPVS�IBOET��0UIFSXJTF
�JU�UFBDIFT�UIF�DBU�
UIBU�JU�T�BMM�SJHIU�UP�VTF�DMBXT�BOE�UFFUI�PO�ZPV�

"WPJE�TUSJOH
�XPPM
�DVSMJOH�SJCCPO�	VTFE�GPS�HJě�
QBDLBHFT

�PS�BOZUIJOH�TJNJMBS
�BT�DBUT�DBO�JOHFTU�UIFTF�
TVCTUBODFT�BOE�DBVTF�TFSJPVT�JOUFSOBM�QSPCMFNT�

*G�ZPV�XPSL�BMM�EBZ
�HSFFU�ZPVS�DBU�BĎFDUJPOBUFMZ�XIFO�
you arrive home and give him a few minutes of your 
VOEJWJEFE�BĨFOUJPO��"MMPX�ZPVS�QFU�UP�CF�XJUI�ZPV�JO�
UIF�FWFOJOH��"�CSJFG�QMBZ�QFSJPE�BOE�KVTU�CFJOH�QFĨFE�
FWFSZ�FWFOJOH�XJMM�LFFQ�IJN�IBQQZ��4FU�UJNF�BTJEF�GPS�
MPOHFS�QMBZ�QFSJPET��.BOZ�CFIBWJPS�JTTVFT�BSF�BWPJEFE�
CZ�TQFOEJOH�RVBMJUZ�UJNF�XJUI�ZPVS�DBU�

#F�BXBSF�PG�OPSNBM�DBU�CFIBWJPS�

Part of playing with your cat may include mock hunting: 
TUBMLJOH
�BNCVTIJOH�BOE�QPVODJOH��ĉFTF�DBO�CF�
delightful antics to watch, but be aware that anything 
UIBU�NPWFT�NBZ�CFDPNF�B�UBSHFU�	JODMVEJOH�ZPV
�

Cats also incorporate climbing and leaping into play 
SPVUJOFT��"�ZPVOH�PS�EFUFSNJOFE�DBU�DBO�KVNQ�UXP�PS�
UISFF�UJNFT�IJT�CPEZ�MFOHUI��$BUT�EFTJSF�UP�CF�PO�IJHI�
TVSGBDFT�UP�TVSWFZ�UIFJS�UFSSJUPSZ�GPS�QSFZ�PS�JOUSVEFST�

Sleeping And Relaxing
Cats love high places to perch and look out from and 
DP[Z�TBGF�QMBDFT�UP�IJEF�BOE�TMFFQ��:PV�DBO�CVZ�iLJĨZ�
DPOEPTu�PS�MFBWF�TVJUBCMF�DMPTFUT�PQFO��/05&��BMXBZT�
check that your cat is not inside before closing pre"y 
NVDI�BOZUIJOH�ãFTQFDJBMMZ�UIF�ESZFS�

Le"ing your cat sleep on your bed and relax on your 
lap will add pleasure and contentment to her life and 
ZPVST��	$BUT�DBO�TMFFQ�BT�NVDI�BT����IPVST�B�EBZ�


,OPX�UIBU�ZPVS�CFE�UJNF�NBZ�OPU�CF�UIF�TBNF�BT�ZPVS�
DBU�T��UIFZ�BSF�MBSHFMZ�OPDUVSOBM��:PVS�DBU�T�JODSFBTFE�
activity around the bedroom or house at some 
FBSMZ�NPSOJOH�IPVS�JT�OPU�B�CFIBWJPS�QSPCMFN
�KVTU�
JOTUJODUVBM��1MBZJOH�XJUI�ZPVS�DBU�QSJPS�UP�ZPVS�CFE�
time and feeding your cat when you go to bed may help 
IFS�TMFFQ�QFBDFGVMMZ�BU�OJHIU�
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Litter Box Training
!e general rule of thumb is one li"er box per cat plus 
BO�FYUSB�CPY�GPS�JOTVSBODF�

Here are some tips that will help ensure that your cat 
uses its li"er box:

Place the li"er box in a convenient location, but it must 
CF�QSJWBUF�BOE�RVJFU�GPS�UIF�DBU�	B�MBVOESZ�SPPN�PS�
IBMMXBZ�NBZ�CF�UPP�OPJTZ�BOE�CVTZ
�

,FFQ�UIF�CPYFT�BXBZ�GSPN�IFBWZ�USBđD�BSFBT�BOE�UIF�
DBU�T�GFFEJOH�BSFB��#F�DFSUBJO�B�TIZ�DBU�DBO�SFBDI�UIF�
CPY�XJUIPVU�GFFMJOH�UISFBUFOFE�PS�FYQPTFE�

4DPPQ�BXBZ�XBTUF�FWFSZ�EBZãUIJT�NBLFT�LJĨZ�IBQQZ��
ĉPSPVHIMZ�DMFBO�UIF�CPY�PODF�B�NPOUI��&NQUZ�PVU�BMM�
UIF�MJĨFS
�XBTI�XJUI�EJTI�TPBQ�BOE�ESZ�

8IFO�ZPV�ėSTU�BSSJWF�IPNF�XJUI�ZPVS�OFX�DBU
�DBMNMZ�
place her in the li"er box a few times to be sure she 
LOPXT�UIF�MPDBUJPO��"MMPXJOH�UIF�DBU�UP�XBUDI�ZPV�
when you scoop the li"er box has been reported to 
FODPVSBHF�UIF�DBU�UP�KVNQ�JO�BOE�VTF�JU�

:PV�NBZ�OFFE�UP�FYQFSJNFOU�XJUI�EJĎFSFOU�UZQFT�PG�
MJĨFS�VOUJM�ZPV�ėOE�UIF�POF�UIBU�JT�BDDFQUBCMF�UP�ZPVS�
DBU��"OZ�BDDJEFOUT�TIPVME�CF�DMFBOFE�XJUI�BO�FO[ZNF�
CBTFE�DMFBOFS�

8IZ�*T�.Z�$BU�/PU�6TJOH�5IF�-JUUFSCPY 
You need to determine if the problem is inappropriate 
FMJNJOBUJPO�PS�UFSSJUPSJBM�NBSLJOH��*G�ZPVS�DBU�JT�
NBSLJOH
�ZPV�XJMM�VTVBMMZ�ėOE�UIF�VSJOF�IBT�CFFO�
deposited on vertical surfaces, whereas inappropriate 
UPJMFUJOH�JT�PO�IPSJ[POUBM�TVSGBDFT��&BDI�IBT�EJĎFSFOU�
TVHHFTUFE�SFNFEJFT��'PS�UFSSJUPSJBM�NBSLJOH�	TQSBZJOH

�
MPPL�JOUP�XIBU�IBT�DIBOHFE�JO�ZPVS�DBU�T�FOWJSPONFOU�
that may cause him or her to feel the need to assert a 
QSFTFODF�JO�BO�BSFB��:PVS�WFUFSJOBSJBO�TIPVME�QFSGPSN�
a health exam to rule out any underlying medical 
SFBTPOT�GPS�UIF�CFIBWJPS�

Possible reasons for inappropriate elimination:

!e cat has not learned the location of the li"er box or 

GPSHFUT�XIFSF�JU�JT�JG�BMMPXFE�UPP�NVDI�IPVTF�UP�SPBN��
ĉJT�JT�FTQFDJBMMZ�USVF�GPS�LJĨFOT�

!e cat may have a physiological or physical condition 
	JMMOFTT
��"OZ�DBU�EJTQMBZJOH�JOBQQSPQSJBUF�MJĨFS�CPY�
habits should see your veterinarian right away to rule 
PVU�JOGFDUJPO�PS�PUIFS�NFEJDBM�JTTVFT�

!e cat may not like the brand of li"er, so try some 
PUIFST�TJNVMUBOFPVTMZ��0CTFSWF�XIJDI�POF�IF�TFMFDUT�

ĉF�MJĨFS�CPY�JT�OPU�DMFBO��4PJMFE�BSFBT�TIPVME�CF�
SFNPWFE�%"*-:��ĉF�FOUJSF�QBO�TIPVME�CF�FNQUJFE�BOE�
XBTIFE�BU�MFBTU�PODF�B�NPOUI
�SFQMBDJOH�XJUI�GSFTI�MJĨFS�

!e li"er box has been disinfected with a strong 
TNFMMJOH�TPMVUJPO�BOE�OFFET�UP�CF�SJOTFE�UIPSPVHIMZ��
$BUT�EP�OPU�MJLF�TUSPOH�TNFMMT�

!e cat is soiling an area previously used for 
FMJNJOBUJPO�CZ�BOPUIFS�QFU��$MFBO�UIPSPVHIMZ�XJUI�BO�
FO[ZNF�CBTFE�DMFBOFS�

Place the food bowl on a previously soiled spot as this 
NBZ�EFUFS�UIF�DBU
�PS�QMBDF�BOPUIFS�MJĨFS�CPY�PO�UIF�TQPU�

ĉF�MPDBUJPO�PG�UIF�MJĨFS�CPY�NBZ�CF�VOBDDFQUBCMF��USZ�
B�OFX�RVJFU�BSFB�

"OPUIFS�QFU�NBZ�CF�LFFQJOH�UIF�DBU�BXBZ�
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"OPUIFS�DBU�JT�VTJOH�UIF�MJĨFS�CPY��4PNF�DBUT�XJMM�OPU�
TIBSF�B�MJĨFS�CPY
�FTQFDJBMMZ�BU�ėSTU�

"�DIJME�PS�QFU�JT�UFSSPSJ[JOH�UIF�OFX�DBU�XIJMF�ZPV�BSF�
not there, causing fear-related elimination or the cat 
simply may be responding to stress and family and 
IPVTFIPME�DIBOHFT�

#F�1BUJFOU�"OE�$POTJTUFOU�
*U�DBO�UBLF�B�GFX�XFFLT�GPS�B�DBU�UP�TFĨMFãOPU�NVDI�UP�
BTL�GPS�B�OFX�MJGFMPOH�GSJFOE�BOE�DPNQBOJPO��/&7&3�
QVOJTI�UIF�DBU�GPS�NBLJOH�B�NJTUBLF��ĉJT�NBZ�NBLF�
UIF�QSPCMFN�NVDI�XPSTF��1BUJFODF�BOE�QSBJTF�XPSL�GBS�
NPSF�RVJDLMZ�UP�TPMWF�BOZ�QSPCMFNT�

3FNFNCFS�UP�MPPL�BU�PVS�XFCTJUF�BU�PSFHPOIVNBOF�PSH�
GPS�QFU�CFIBWJPS�BEWJDF�BOE�DMBTTFT�

Understanding Body Language
$BUT�IBWF�B�WBSJFE�CPEZ�MBOHVBHF��)FSF�BSF�TPNF�XBZT�
UP�SFBE�ZPVS�DBU�T�NPSF�TVCUMF�MBOHVBHF�

&ZFT
!e pupils tell you a lot – watch for dilated wide pupils 
BT�UIJT�JOEJDBUFT�GFBS�BOE�TUSFTT��5SZ�UP�BWPJE�QFĨJOH�PS�
QJDLJOH�VQ�B�DBU�XJUI�XJEFMZ�EJMBUFE�QVQJMT�

&BST
&BST�ĚBĨFOFE�BOE�QSFTTFE�POUP�UIF�IFBE�BSF�FYQSFTTJOH�
GFBS�PS�EFGFOTF�

5BJM
A cat holding his tail straight up is displaying 
DPOėEFODF�BOE�QSJEF��"�CPĨMFCSVTI�UBJM�JT�B�TJHO�
PG�GFBS�TUSFTT��ĉFO�UIFSF�JT�UIF�TMPX�XBH�PG�NJME�
BOOPZBODF�BOE�ėOBMMZ�UIF�TMPX�UXJUDIJOH�PG�UIF�UBJM�
JOEJDBUJOH�ZPVS�DBU�IBT�IBE�FOPVHI�

1VSSJOH
8IJMF�HFOFSBMMZ�UIPVHIU�PG�BT�B�TJHO�PG�BĎFDUJPO
�
QVSSJOH�DBO�BMTP�JOEJDBUF�B�TFSJPVT�QSPCMFN��*OKVSFE�
DBUT�NBZ�BMTP�QVSS�KVTU�BT�NVDI�BT�JG�UIFZ�BSF�CFJOH�
BĎFDUJPOBUFMZ�QFĨFE��ĉFZ�NBZ�QVSS�UP�DPNGPSU�BOE�
SFBTTVSF�UIFNTFMWFT�XIFO�UIFZ�BSF�OFSWPVT�PS�JO�QBJO��

On-Going Training
$BUT�MPWF�SPVUJOF��.BOZ�EP�UIF�TBNF�UIJOH�BU�UIF�TBNF�
UJNF�EBJMZ��4PNFUIJOH�BT�TJNQMF�BT�DMPTJOH�UIF�EPPS�UP�
UIF�SPPN�UIFZ�SPVUJOFMZ�TMFFQ�JO�EVSJOH�UIF�BěFSOPPO�
DBO�DBVTF�B�CFIBWJPS�DIBOHF��8BUDI�GPS�UIFTF�UZQFT�PG�
DIBOHFT�UP�ZPVS�DBU�T�SPVUJOF�XIFO�BTTFTTJOH�B� 
CFIBWJPS�QSPCMFN�

!e best training tools are patience and praise of the 
EFTJSBCMF�CFIBWJPS��*G�ZPVS�DBU�DPOUJOVFT�UP�QFSGPSN�
the undesirable behavior, a water spray bo"le set on 
TUSFBN�XJMM�PěFO�CF�TVđDJFOU��3FNFNCFS�UP�16/*4)�
0/-:�5)&�#&)"7*03
�/05�5)&�$"5�
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Dispelling Myths About Felines
5IFSF�BSF�NBOZ�QPQVMBS�NJTDPODFQUJPOT�
BCPVU�DBUT��)FSF�BSF�TPNF�PG�UIF� 
DPNNPO�POFT�

:PV�TIPVME�BMMPX�ZPVS�GFNBMF�DBU�UP�IBWF�
POF�MJUUFS�CFGPSF�TQBZJOH�IFS��
FALSE. Having a li"er will not only add to the high 
pet overpopulation problem, but having ki"ens can 
cause stress and there can be medical complications 
XJUI�QSFHOBODZ�BOE�CJSUI��3FNFNCFS�41":�"/%�
/&65&3�/08�BT�DBUT�DBO�SFQSPEVDF�BT�ZPVOH�BT� 
����NPOUIT�PG�BHF�

"O�JOEPPS�POMZ�GFNBMF�DBU�EPFT�OPU�OFFE�
UP�CF�TQBZFE��
FALSE.�/PU�POMZ�XJMM�ZPV�FYQFSJFODF�UIF�SFTUMFTTOFTT�
BOE�OPJTF�PG�ZPVS�DBU�T�IFBU�DZDMF�CVU�TIF�XJMM�EJTDPWFS�
BOZ�BOE�FWFSZ�XBZ�UP�HFU�PVU�PG�UIF�IPVTF��)FBU�DBO�CF�
FYQFSJFODFE�BT�GSFRVFOUMZ�BT�FWFSZ�PUIFS�NPOUI�

"�mYFE�DBU�XJMM�HFU�GBU��
FALSE. Only a cat that eats too much and does not  
HFU�FOPVHI�QMBZGVM�FYFSDJTF�XJMM�HFU�GBU�

0OMZ�B�NBMF�DBU�XJMM�TQSBZ��
FALSE.�4QSBZJOH�JT�UFSSJUPSJBM�NBSLJOH��8IJMF� 
usually associated with tom cats, your spayed  
female or neutered male may spray if she or he 
QFSDFJWFT�B�UISFBU�PO�UFSSJUPSZ�

$BUT�BSF�TUSFFU�TNBSU�BOE�DBO�EP�KVTU� 
mOF�PVUTJEF��
FALSE.�$BUT�BSF�EPNFTUJDBUFE�QFUT��ĉFZ�GBDF�NBOZ�
IB[BSET�PVUTJEF�UIBU�DBO�BOE�EP�TIPSUFO�UIFJS�MJWFT��
Your cat is dependent upon you for her health, safety 
BOE�TVSWJWBM�TP�LFFQ�IFS�JOEPPST�

$BUT�BSF�MPOFST��
FALSE. Cats are not anti-social animals and do want 
DPNQBOJPOTIJQ��ĉFZ�NBZ�OPU�EFTJSF�UP�BDDPNQBOZ�ZPV�
like a dog, but your cat will let you know when it is time 
GPS�JOUFSBDUJPO�BOE�QMBZ�BOE�XIFO�JU�JT�UJNF�GPS�TPMJUVEF��
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HEALTH CONCERNS  
AND MEDICAL TREATMENT

Feline Upper Respiratory 
Infections
:PVS�DBU�NBZ�IBWF�B�DPME�XIFO�ZPV�HFU�IJN�IPNF��$BUT�
BSF�TVCKFDU�UP�BO�BJSCPSOF�WJSVT�EJTFBTF�UIBU�JT�WFSZ�
TJNJMBS�UP�UIF�DPNNPO�DPME�FYQFSJFODFE�CZ�IVNBOT��
*U�JT�DBMMFE�63*�	6QQFS�3FTQJSBUPSZ�*OGFDUJPO

�BOE�XF�
EFBM�XJUI�JU�FWFSZ�EBZ�JO�UIF�TIFMUFS��8F�EP�BMM�XF�DBO�UP�
prevent its spread, including carefully disinfecting our 
LFOOFMT�BOE�WBDDJOBUJOH�FBDI�DBU�XJUI�'73$1��%FTQJUF�
PVS�CFTU�FĎPSUT
�TPNF�DBUT�XJMM�DPNF�EPXO�XJUI�63*��
8IFO�NVMUJQMF�DBUT�BSF�DPOėOFE�UP�POF�SPPN
�B�TJOHMF�
TOFF[F�GSPN�B�DBU�DBO�FYQPTF�BMM�UIF�PUIFST
�KVTU�MJLF�B�
DPME�JT�TQSFBE�UISPVHI�B�DMBTTSPPN��"MTP
�BMM�UIF�DBUT�JO�
UIF�TIFMUFS�BSF�VOEFS�TUSFTT�KVTU�CZ�WJSUVF�PG�CFJOH�IFSF
�
XIJDI�MPXFST�UIFJS�SFTJTUBODF�UP�JMMOFTT��

*G�ZPVS�DBU�CFHJOT�UP�TOFF[F�PS�IBT�B�SVOOZ�OPTF�
PS�FZFT�XJUIJO���EBZT�BěFS�ZPV�HFU�IJN�IFS�IPNF
�
DIBODFT�BSF�UIBU�UIF�DBU�IBT�DPNF�EPXO�XJUI�63*��
ĉF�WJSVT�JT�RVJUF�DPOUBHJPVT�UP�PUIFS�DBUT
�TP�JG�ZPV�
IBWF�BOZ�SFTJEFOU�DBUT
�LFFQ�UIFN�TFQBSBUF��:PV�DBO�
expect symptoms to continue for 7-10 days and they 
NBZ�WBSZ�JO�JOUFOTJUZ�	KVTU�MJLF�B�DPME�
��ĉF�DBU�NBZ�
TOFF[F
�IBWF�EJTDIBSHF�GSPN�FZFT�BOE�OPTF
�ESPPM�BOE�
CSFBUIF�XJUI�EJđDVMUZ�UISPVHI�IJT�PS�IFS�NPVUI��ĉF�

DBU�NBZ�MPTF�JUT�BQQFUJUF�BOE�FWFO�TUPQ�ESJOLJOH��*G�UIF�
EJTDIBSHF�GSPN�ZPVS�DBU�T�FZFT�BOE�OPTF�JT�XBUFSZ�BOE�
UIF�DBU�T�UFNQFSBUVSF�JT�OPSNBM
�ZPV�BSF�EFBMJOH�XJUI�
iTJNQMFu�63*�WJSVT��.VDPVT�BOE�GFWFS�BSF�JOEJDBUPST�
that a secondary bacterial infection is complicating 
UIF�QJDUVSF��8JUI�UIFTF�DPOEJUJPOT�UIF�DBU�NPTU�MJLFMZ�
XJMM�OFFE�BOUJCJPUJDT��*U�JT�JNQFSBUJWF�UIBU�ZPV�TFFL�
WFUFSJOBSZ�USFBUNFOU�GPS�UIF�DBU�BT�TPPO�BT�QPTTJCMF�

$BO�NZ�PUIFS�QFUT�HFU�63* �
63*�JT�DPOUBHJPVT�UP�PUIFS�DBUT��7BDDJOBUJOH�BHBJOTU�
63*�JT�OPU������FĎFDUJWF
�TP�JU�JT�B�HPPE�JEFB�UP�JTPMBUF�
cats that are showing signs of URI, and wash hands 
BěFS�IBOEMJOH�TJDL�DBUT��8F�SFDPNNFOE�JTPMBUJOH�BMM�
OFX�BSSJWBMT�JO�ZPVS�IPVTFIPME�GPS������EBZT�BěFS�
adoption to give them a chance to se"le in and make 
TVSF�UIFZ�BSF�OPU�DPNJOH�EPXO�XJUI�BOZUIJOH��63*�JT�
OPU�DPOUBHJPVT�UP�QFPQMF�PS�UP�BOJNBMT�PUIFS�UIBO�DBUT�

8IBU�BSF�TJHOT�PG�63* �
r�4OFF[JOH
r�3VOOZ�OPTF
r�3FE�SVOOZ�FZFT
r�'FWFS
r�4PSFT�PO�UPOHVF�MJQT�OPTF
r�-BDL�PG�BQQFUJUF
r�%FDSFBTFE�FOFSHZ

8IBU�TIPVME�*�EP�JG�NZ�OFX�DBU�IBT�63* 
r�1SPWJEF�ZPVS�DBU�XJUI�B�RVJFU
�XBSN�QMBDF�UP�SFTU�
r�.BLF�TVSF�UIF�DBU�JT�FBUJOH��4PNFUJNFT�XJUI�B�TUVĎZ� 
���OPTF�UIFZ�DBO�U�TNFMM�UIFJS�GPPE�WFSZ�XFMM�BOE�NBZ� 
���OPU�XBOU�UP�FBU��0ĎFS�TNFMMZ�XFU�GPPE�UP�JODSFBTF� 
���UIFJS�BQQFUJUF�
r�*G�UIF�DBU�JT�DPOHFTUFE
�VTF�B�IVNJEJėFS�PS�QVU�UIF�DBU� 
   in the bathroom and run hot water in the shower 
���GPS�B�GFX�NJOVUFT�B�DPVQMF�PG�UJNFT�B�EBZ��.PEFSBUF 
���UP�TFWFSF�DPOHFTUJPO�JT�PěFO�B�TJHO�PG�B�TFDPOEBSZ� 
   bacterial infection, so contact your veterinarian to  
���EJTDVTT�USFBUNFOU�JG�UIJT�PDDVST�
r�*G�BOZ�NFEJDJOF�IBT�CFFO�QSFTDSJCFE
�CF�TVSF�UP�HJWF� 
   the full course as directed, even if the symptoms 
���TFFN�UP�IBWF�HPOF�BXBZ�

CHAPTER 6



190SFHPO�)VNBOF�4PDJFUZ�t�$BU�"EPQUJPO�#PPLMFU

8IFO�TIPVME�*�DPOUBDU�NZ�WFUFSJOBSJBO 
With rest and care, many cats will recover from 
NJME�63*�JO�POF�PS�UXP�XFFLT��4PNFUJNFT�DBUT�OFFE�
BEEJUJPOBM�IFMQ
�IPXFWFS��*G�ZPVS�DBU�IBT�BOZ�PG�UIF�
following signs, contact your veterinarian:
r�/PU�FBUJOH�GPS�NPSF�UIBO����IPVST�
r�(SFFO�PS�ZFMMPX�EJTDIBSHF�GSPN�UIF�OPTF�PS�FZFT�
r�%JđDVMUZ�CSFBUIJOH
�FTQFDJBMMZ�QBOUJOH�PS�CSFBUIJOH� 
���XJUI�BO�PQFO�NPVUI�
r�%FQSFTTFE�PS�VOSFTQPOTJWF�
r�7PNJUJOH�PS�EJBSSIFB�UIBU�MBTUT�NPSF�UIBO����IPVST�
r�-JĨMF�PS�OP�JNQSPWFNFOU�BěFS�B�XFFL�PG�DBSF�

Feline Panleukopenia 
'FMJOF�QBOMFVLPQFOJB�	BMTP�LOPXO�BT�GFMJOF�EJTUFNQFS
�
JT�B�SBSF�CVU�JOGFDUJPVT�WJSBM�EJTFBTF�PG�DBUT��*U�BĨBDLT�
susceptible cats of all ages, but young cats and ki"ens 
TFFN�UP�CF�NPTU�WVMOFSBCMF��*U�JT�PěFO�GBUBM��ĉF�
disease is not related to the virus of distemper of dogs 
OPS�EPFT�JU�JOGFDU�QFPQMF��*U�JT�B�DMPTF�DPVTJO�PG�UIF�
QBSWPWJSVT�PG�EPHT�BOE�JT�JUTFMG�B�QBSWPWJSVT�
 
Symptoms of panleukopenia include vomiting and 
EJBSSIFB
�MFUIBSHZ
�MBDL�PG�BQQFUJUF�BOE�TVEEFO�EFBUI��
ĉF�EJTFBTF�TUSJLFT�TVEEFOMZ�BOE�QSPHSFTTFT�SBQJEMZ��
All cats and ki"ens entering the shelter without a 
documented vaccination history are immediately 
vaccinated with a combination vaccine which provides 
FYDFMMFOU�QSPUFDUJPO�BHBJOTU�UIJT�WJSVT��0DDBTJPOBMMZ�
though, a cat will have been exposed to the virus prior 
to entering the shelter, or in that window of hours 

before the vaccination provides complete immune 
QSPUFDUJPO��'PS�UIJT�SFBTPO�XF�UZQJDBMMZ�XJMM�TFF�B�
few cases of panleukopenia in our shelter population 
FBDI�ZFBS��*G�ZPV�TVTQFDU�UIBU�ZPVS�OFXMZ�BEPQUFE�DBU�
is showing symptoms of this disease, contact your 
WFUFSJOBSJBO�JNNFEJBUFMZ��

Feline Infectious Peritonitis
'FMJOF�*OGFDUJPVT�1FSJUPOJUJT�	'*1
�JT�B�
EJTFBTF�UIBU�GPSUVOBUFMZ�NPTU�DBU�PXOFST�
XJMM�OFWFS�OFFE�UP�LOPX�BCPVU�mSTU�IBOE��*U�
BóFDUT�BCPVU�POF�JO�����DBUT�NPTU�VOEFS�
UIF�BHF�PG�UXP��

!e underlying cause of Feline Infectious Peritonitis 
JT�B�UZQF�PG�DPSPOBWJSVT��ĉJT�WJSVT�JT�WFSZ�DPNNPO�JO�
the feline population, and studies show that in most 
TIFMUFST�BOE�NVMUJ�DBU�FOWJSPONFOUT���������PG�DBUT�
IBWF�CFFO�FYQPTFE�UP�UIJT�WJSVT�BU�TPNF�QPJOU��.PTU�
PG�UIFTF�DBUT�	BCPVU�����PG�UIFN
�XJMM�OFWFS�CF�TJDL�
GSPN�UIF�WJSVT��*O�B�TNBMM�QPSUJPO�	BCPVU���
�PG�DBUT
�
however, the virus will be able to mutate into the form 
LOPXO�BT�'FMJOF�*OGFDUJPVT�1FSJUPOJUJT��ĉFSF�JT�OP�UFTU�
currently available that will allow one to determine 
XIJDI�DBUT�BSF�HPJOH�UP�CF�BCMF�UP�NVUBUF�UIF�WJSVT�

$BUT�UIBU�EP�NVUBUF�UIF�WJSVT�CFDPNF�WFSZ�TJDL��ĉFZ�
commonly have fevers that are not responsive to 
antibiotics, and many of them accumulate #uid in their 
BCEPNFO�PS�DIFTU��*O�UIF�iESZu�GPSN
�UIFZ�DBO�IBWF�
FZF�JOĚBNNBUJPOT�	VWFJUJT

�LJEOFZ�PS�MJWFS�EJTFBTF
�PS�
OFVSPMPHJDBM�QSPCMFNT��

!ere is no good test to determine if a cat has the 
disease, although if a ki"en has #uid in his chest or 
abdomen, there is a high likelihood that FIP is the 
DBVTF��ĉFSF�JT�OP�USFBUNFOU�GPS�UIF�EJTFBTF
�BOE�JU�
JT�BMNPTU�BMXBZT�GBUBM��7BDDJOBUJPO�IBT�OPU�QSPWFO�
FĎFDUJWF�BHBJOTU�UIF�EJTFBTF
�BOE�NPTU�DBUT�BSF�FYQPTFE�
UP�UIF�DPSPOBWJSVT�CFGPSF�UIFZ�BSF����XFFLT�PME�	UIF�
ZPVOHFTU�UIBU�B�DBU�DBO�CF�WBDDJOBUFE�XJUI�UIJT�TQFDJėD�
WBDDJOF
��ĉF�SJTL�PG�DPOUSBDUJOH�'*1�JT�IJHIFTU�JO�
LJĨFOT�JO�UIF�ėSTU�ZFBS�PG�MJGF
�BOE�CFDPNFT�WFSZ�MPX�
BěFS�UXP�ZFBST�PG�BHF�
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If your ki"en shows any sign of illness, please take him 
to a veterinarian, who can provide more information 
BCPVU�UIJT�EFWBTUBUJOH�EJTFBTF��0VS�TIFMUFS�BĨFNQUT�UP�
keep records of ki"ens and cats adopted from us who 
are diagnosed with FIP in order to be"er understand 
UIF�EJTFBTF�BOE�JUT�SJTL�GBDUPST��*G�ZPVS�LJĨFO�JT�
diagnosed with FIP, please contact the shelter and  
HJWF�VT�BMM�UIF�JOGPSNBUJPO�UIBU�ZPV�DBO��

Feline Leukemia Virus
'F-7�JT�B�WJSVT�UIBU�DBVTFT�B�CSFBLEPXO�JO�B�DBU�T�
JNNVOF�TZTUFN��ĉJT
�JO�UVSO
�DBVTFT�UIF�DBU�UP�
become susceptible to many other diseases which a 
IFBMUIZ�DBU�NJHIU�PUIFSXJTF�CF�BCMF�UP�ėHIU�PĎ��8F�
recommend that all newly adopted cats and ki"ens be 
UFTUFE�GPS�'F-7�BěFS�BEPQUJPO�

'F-7�WBDDJOFT�BSF�SFBTPOBCMZ�FĎFDUJWF�JO�QSFWFOUJOH�
persistent FeLV infection should your cat be exposed 
UP�UIF�WJSVT��/P�WBDDJOF�JT������FĎFDUJWF��ĉF�JNNVOF�
response produced by these vaccines will protect most 
DBUT�GSPN�CFDPNJOH�JOGFDUFE�XJUI�UIF�WJSVT��$POTVMU�
ZPVS�WFUFSJOBSJBO�SFHBSEJOH�TVđDJFOU�JOPDVMBUJPOT�GPS�
ZPVS�OFX�DBU�PS�LJĨFO�

OHS Treatments, Procedures, 
Vaccines & Recommendations
While at the Oregon Humane Society, the cat you 
adopted may have received the following vaccines  
BOE�PS�USFBUNFOUT�

'73$1
ĉJT�JT�B�TUBOEBSE�WBDDJOF�BENJOJTUFSFE�UP�DBUT��*U�JT�
sometimes referred to as the Distemper vaccine but it 
BMTP�JODMVEFT�3IJOPUSBDIFJUJT�BOE�$BMJDJ�WJSVT��,JĨFOT�
and some cats may need additional doses administered 
by your veterinarian over a period of weeks to achieve 
NBYJNVN�JNNVOJUZ�GSPN�EJTFBTFT��6OUJM�UIFTF�BSF�
complete, it is best to limit the exposure of your ki"en 
UP�PUIFS�DBUT��.BOZ�TFSJPVT�DBU�JMMOFTTFT�BSF�TQSFBE�
UISPVHI�TOFF[JOH�BOE�OPTF�UPVDIJOH�XJUI�PUIFS�DBUT��
Limit contact until you are certain that your new cat 
JT�IFBMUIZ��8IJMF�BU�UIF�TIFMUFS
�BMM�DBUT�BOE�LJĨFOT�
receive initial vaccines at admission to help ensure 
they receive maximum protection against illness and 
EJTFBTF��6QPO�BEPQUJPO
�GPMMPX�ZPVS�WFUFSJOBSJBO�T�
advice regarding a vaccination and booster schedule 
GPS�ZPVS�DBU�PS�LJĨFO��

8PSNJOH
A dose of medicine to eliminate roundworms and/
PS�UBQFXPSNT�XBT�HJWFO��%P�OPU�CF�TVSQSJTFE�UP�TFF�
XPSNT�QBTTFE�JO�ZPVS�DBU�T�FMJNJOBUJPO��ĉJT�JT�UP�CF�
FYQFDUFE��$POUJOVFE�USFBUNFOU�BOE�PUIFS�UZQFT�PG�
parasite control may be provided by your veterinarian 
EFQFOEJOH�PO�ZPVS�DBU�T�JOEJWJEVBM�OFFET�

3BCJFT�7BDDJOF
Animals featured at Outreach events are vaccinated 
BHBJOTU�SBCJFT��0)4�VTFT�B�POF�ZFBS�WBDDJOF�� 
'PMMPX�ZPVS�WFUFSJOBSJBO�T�BEWJDF�SFHBSEJOH� 
GPMMPX�VQ�WBDDJOBUJPO��

"OUJCJPUJDT
When an animal is sick with an upper respiratory 
JOGFDUJPO
�XF�NBZ�BENJOJTUFS�B�DPVSTF�PG�BOUJCJPUJDT��
If your adopted cat is issued medication to go home 
with him at the time of adoption, it will be important 
that you continue the medication for the duration 
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prescribed, and follow up with your veterinarian 
regarding recovery and the need, if any, for further 
NFEJDBUJPO�PS�USFBUNFOU��6QQFS�SFTQJSBUPSZ�JOGFDUJPO�
is a nuisance but common in an environment with 
NBOZ�DBUT�PG�VOEFUFSNJOFE�NFEJDBM�CBDLHSPVOE��*U�JT�
necessary to keep the new cat away from existing cats in 
UIF�IPVTFIPME�VOUJM�JU�JT�OP�MPOHFS�TIPXJOH�TZNQUPNT��

'MFB�1BSBTJUF�$POUSPM
Many products exist that protect your cat from #eas 
BOE�QBSBTJUFT��"TL�ZPVS�WFUFSJOBSJBO�GPS�JOGPSNBUJPO�
BCPVU�EJĎFSFOU�BQQSPBDIFT�UP�ĚFB�DPOUSPM��

4QBZJOH�/FVUFSJOH
Unaltered cats are spayed or neutered at the OHS 
Animal Medical and Learning Center prior to 
BEPQUJPO��*G�ZPVS�DBU�PS�LJĨFO�XBT�BMUFSFE�SFDFOUMZ
�
be sure to monitor the surgery site carefully for 
TJHOT�PG�TXFMMJOH�PS�EJTDIBSHF��3FGFS�UP�UIF�BěFSDBSF�
instructions included in your adoption packet for 
GVSUIFS�JOGPSNBUJPO�SFHBSEJOH�BMUFS�QSPDFEVSFT��"MM�
animals adopted from OHS must be altered to prevent 
EPNFTUJD�BOJNBM�PWFSQPQVMBUJPO��"MUFSJOH�EPHT�BOE�
DBUT�BMTP�LFFQT�UIFN�IFBMUIJFS�BOE�FBTJFS�UP�MJWF�XJUI��

(SPPNJOH
1FSTJBO�BOE�MPOH�IBJS�DBUT�SFRVJSF�POHPJOH�HSPPNJOH��
JU�JT�OFDFTTBSZ�GPS�UIFJS�IFBMUI�BOE�XFMM�CFJOH��
(SPPNJOH�JT�OPU�KVTU�GPS�MPPLT��JU�QSFWFOUT�QBJOGVM�NBUT�
BOE�BMMPXT�UIF�TLJO�UP�CSFBUIF��/FHMFDUJOH�UIJT�UZQF�
of care can constitute neglect and causes needless 
TVĎFSJOH��*G�ZPV�BSF�OPU�BCMF�UP�BDDPNNPEBUF�ZPVS�
DBU�T�HSPPNJOH�OFFET�ZPVSTFMG
�BTL�ZPVS�WFUFSJOBSJBO�UP�
SFDPNNFOE�B�HPPE�HSPPNFS��

CONCLUSION

Animals in our lives provide a blessing and an 
PQQPSUVOJUZ�UP�TIBSF�UIF�XPSME�XJUI�BOPUIFS�TQFDJFT��
*U�JT�B�SFTQPOTJCJMJUZ�UP�UBLF�TFSJPVTMZ��i8PSLJOH�
UISPVHIu�CFIBWJPS�BOE�NFEJDBM�JTTVFT�XJMM�EFFQFO�ZPVS�
relationship with your animals and provide a valuable 
lesson to children and adults, teaching that the bond 
is indeed one that will endure tough times and last 
GPS�UIF�MJGFUJNF�PG�ZPVS�QFU��i(FĨJOH�SJEu�PG�BO�BOJNBM�
because it does not meet expectations, has not been 
taught good manners, or needs expensive medical care 
JT�B�QPPS�FYBNQMF�PG�BOJNBM�PXOFSTIJQ��
 
8IFO�UIF�NBUDI�JTO�U�SJHIUy�
4PNFUJNFT�B�SFMBUJPOTIJQ�JT�OPU�TVDDFTTGVM��*G�LFFQJOH�
your companion animal becomes impossible, you will 
need to notify the Oregon Humane Society of plans 
GPS�QMBDFNFOU�PS�NBLF�BO�BQQPJOUNFOU�BU���������
�����FYU������UP�SFUVSO�UIF�BOJNBM�UP�UIF�TIFMUFS�
If you wish to place the animal yourself, please select 
UIF�IPNF�XJUI�DBSF��0ODF�USBOTGFS�PG�PXOFSTIJQ�
has taken place, please notify OHS with the new 
PXOFS�T�JOGPSNBUJPO�TP�UIBU�UIF�NJDSPDIJQ�BOE�PXOFS�
JOGPSNBUJPO�DBO�CF�VQEBUFE�JO�PVS�EBUBCBTF�

*O�TPNF�DBTFT
�BO�FYDIBOHF�XJMM�CF�PĎFSFE�UP�ZPV�
GPS�BOPUIFS�BOJNBM��%FQFOEJOH�PO�UIF�SFBTPO�GPS�
surrender, OHS may place restrictions on the types of 
BOJNBMT�ZPV�TFMFDU�UP�QSFWFOU�BOPUIFS�QPPS�NBUDI��'PS�
instance, if the cat you selected did not interact well 
with kids, it will be important that the next animal has 
B�HPPE�IJTUPSZ�XJUI�DIJMESFO��

"MM�PG�VT�BU�UIF�0SFHPO�)VNBOF�4PDJFUZ��
XBOU�UP�IFMQ�ZPV�NBLF�UIF�SJHIU� 
QFU�DIPJDF�BOE�UP�LFFQ�UIF�MPWJOH� 
CPOE�GPS�UIF�MJGFUJNF�PG�UIF�QFU�� 
1MFBTF�HJWF�VT�B�DBMM�BU�������������� 
XJUI�BOZ�RVFTUJPOT�ZPV�NBZ�IBWF�� 
XF�BSF�HMBE�UP�BTTJTU�

CHAPTER 7
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1FU�T�/BNF

%BUF�PG�"EPQUJPO�

'FFEJOH�4DIFEVMF�

 Morning 

� "ěFSOPPO�

� /JHIU�

.FEJDJOF�5SFBUNFOUT

 Morning 

� "ěFSOPPO�

� /JHIU�

7FUFSJOBSJBO

7FUFSJOBSJBO�1IPOF

7FUFSJOBSJBO�"EESFTT

/PUFT

PLAN FOR PET  
DURING DISASTER

3&.&.#&3��*G�ZPV�NVTU�FWBDVBUF
� 
UBLF�ZPVS�QFU	T
�XJUI�ZPV�
 
!e Oregon Humane Society encourages pet owners 
to keep their pets in mind when preparing for disaster 
PS�BO�FNFSHFODZ��8IJMF�UIF�TVO�JT�TUJMM�TIJOJOH
�
DPOTJEFS�QBDLJOH�B�iQFU�TVSWJWBMu�LJU�XIJDI�DPVME�CF�
FBTJMZ�EFQMPZFE�JG�EJTBTUFS�IJUT�

In order to contain and control your pets during an 
FWBDVBUJPO
�ZPV�MM�OFFE�B�IBSOFTT�BOE�MFBTI�GPS�FBDI�
EPH�BOE�B�DBSSJFS�GPS�FBDI�DBU��*O�DIPPTJOH�B�DBU�DBSSJFS
�
choose one that is large enough to serve as a temporary 
BQBSUNFOU�GPS�ZPVS�DBU��

1SF�QBDL�ZPVS�QFU�T�LJU�JO�B�CBDLQBDL�GPS�FBTF�JO�
transportation and include supplies for at least one 
XFFL��*ODMVEF�ESZ�GPPE
�DMVNQJOH�DBU�MJĨFS
�XBUFS
�
serving dishes, small li"er box, li"er scoop, and 
QMBTUJD�CBHT�GPS�XBTUF�EJTQPTBM�ଙ1FU�ėSTU�BJE�LJUT�BOE�
WBDDJOBUJPO�SFDPSET�BSF�B�NVTU��

Remember any pet medication, favorite toy or bed, and 
TPNF�USFBUT��

5BH
�NJDSPDIJQ
�BOE�QIPUPHSBQI�ZPVS�QFUT�ଙ$VSSFOU�
JEFOUJėDBUJPO�JT�UIF�TJOHMF�NPTU�JNQPSUBOU�UIJOH�ZPV�
can do to help ensure that you will be reunited with a 
MPTU�QFU��.BLF�DFSUBJO�ZPVS�QFU�	FWFO�BO�JOEPPS�POMZ�
DBU
�JT�XFBSJOH�B�DPMMBS�XJUI�WJTJCMF�JEFOUJėDBUJPO�UBHT�
XJUI�ZPVS�QIPOF�OVNCFS��"�NJDSPDIJQ�JNQMBOU�JT�B�
TFDVSF�GPSN�PG�JEFOUJėDBUJPO�UIBU�DBO�U�CF�MPTU��#F�
sure to carry a photograph with you to increase the 
MJLFMJIPPE�PG�ėOEJOH�B�NJTTJOH�QFU��

Tip: If your cell phone has the camera feature, take 
BOE�TUPSF�QIPUPT�PG�ZPVS�QFUT�PO�ZPVS�DFMM�QIPOF�

CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR NEW CAT!
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0SFHPO�)VNBOF�4PDJFUZ� | ������/&�$PMVNCJB�#MWE��|��1PSUMBOE
�03��������|����������������|��PSFHPOIVNBOF�PSH

'PVOEFE�JO�����
�UIF�0SFHPO�)VNBOF�4PDJFUZ�GPTUFST�BO�FOWJSPONFOU�PG�SFTQFDU
�
SFTQPOTJCJMJUZ
�BOE�DPNQBTTJPO�GPS�BMM�BOJNBMT�UISPVHI�FEVDBUJPO
�MFHJTMBUJPO�BOE�MFBEFSTIJQ��

8JUI�ZPVS�TVQQPSU
�XF�UBLF�DBSF�PG�UIF�IPNFMFTT
�EFGFOE�UIF�BCVTFE
�BOE�mHIU�XJUI�
VOSFMFOUJOH�EJMJHFODF�GPS�UIF�SFDPHOJUJPO�PG�UIF�JOUFHSJUZ�PG�BMM�BOJNBMT�


